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RECOMMENDATION
of the 2021 ASEAN-Korea Youth Summit 

on “Inclusion and Integration for the ASEAN-Korea Community”

SLOGAN: Connected Us, Beyond the Future

 From 10th to 13th of August 2021, 100 youths from ASEAN 

(Association of South East Asian Nations) Member States and the 

Republic of Korea met at the 2021 ASEAN-Korea Youth Summit, to 

develop ASEAN-Korean community by exploring a common agenda and 

to draw cooperative measures on inclusion and integration for the 

Community.

 Deriving from the group discussion results on each subtopic, 

discussions conducted by nations for agreements, and Youth Summit I 

& II, the youth participants imagined the better future as the leaders 

and identified the recommended actions herein.
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Topic 1. The Coexistence between Humans and Nature: Action 
Plans for Carbon Neutrality Towards the Environment 
Sustainability

* Background: Energy demand in Southeast Asia is expected to increase by 60% 
over the next 20 years. However, global warming and climate change is also a 
serious concern for ASEAN countries and around the world. ASEAN should 
commit to net-zero and carbon neutrality goals. In this vein, the Paris Agreement 
has been signed by all including ASEAN countries, and with the establishment of 
ASEAN Smart Cities Network in 2018, a number of pilot smart cities are being 
constructed for this serious matter.

 

1. Recalling the purposes and principles of ASEAN-Korea cooperation in 
maintaining International Peace, Prosperity and Partnership focusing on 
maintaining sustainable development and responding to global climate 
change;

2. Alarmed by the new Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) announcement that the increment of 1.5 degree in Celsius 
would be achieved earlier than the expected year than the targeted 
year of 2050, making adequate strategies for the communities in the 
region to observe new and existing laws on environmental 
sustainability;

3. Stressing the awareness of the commitment, limitations alongside with 
the importance of capacity building amongst the Member States of the 
ASEAN-Korea community in retrospect not only to the Paris 
Agreement, but also to the other existing international environmental 
binding proceedings;
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4. Demands for the renewal, revision, and the accentuation of the 
ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) Blueprint 2009-2015, 
section D10 for the holistic inclusion of youth roles in the response 
to climate change for purposes such as but not limited to: 

   a. investing for the improvement of facilities and infrastructure needed 
to carry out ASEAN-Korea business projects to boost the 
productions from the agricultural sector;

   b. building mutual trust between ASEAN-Korea community and the 
international community;

   c. leading for multilateral summits and talks to occur;

5. Encourages energy transition towards renewable energy to lower the 
amount of carbon and greenhouse gas emissions emitted by 
unsustainable industries in the region for reasons such as but not 
limited to:

   a. realizing the ASEAN-Korea consultative mechanism on environmental 
and climate issues of the ASEAN-ROK Dialogue on Environment 
and Climate Change for purposes such as but not limited to;

     ⅰ. discussing ways to expand and strengthen policy and technical 
cooperation in areas of interest, including air pollution, marine 
environment, forests, circular economy, and P4G

     ⅱ. promoting the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions while 
encouraging sustainable development for all nation members

     ⅲ. mandating the developing countries to prepare and communicate 
strategies, and action plans for carbon neutrality while taking 
notes their circumstances

     ⅳ. strengthening cooperation to achieve goals of economic growth 
and environmental protection and response to climate change at 
the same time
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     ⅴ. encouraging the developed countries to lead towards economy-wide 
emission reduction targets

     ⅵ. intensifying stakeholders’ participation in the implementation of 
each country strategies hence acknowledging their contributions

     ⅶ. establishing a knowledge-sharing platform to strengthen each 
nation members' scientific knowledge regarding climate, 
including research, systematic observation, to support the 
process of decision-making for their strategies

   b. creating provisions on how to inhibit the reinvestment of dirty 
energy generators such as but not limited to;

     ⅰ. creating workshops that would help out industries that still needs 
time to progress into the green economy, whilst increasing 
productivity with measured sustainable performance

     ⅱ. holding companies accountable for breaching policies and laws 
that are being used with unsustainable industries and other 
majority sector of emitting greenhouse gases

     ⅲ. increasing carbon pricing to reduce carbon intensity

6. Recommends the community and governments of both ASEAN-Korea 
and globally to establish additional youth organizations and networks 
to solve designated problems whilst integrating daily lifestyle changes 
for reasons such as but not limited to:

   a. raising awareness of the importance of ASEAN-Korea cooperation 
in the global community for purposes such as but not limited to;

     ⅰ. forming a general consensus among individuals across the 
boundaries of generations, gender, ethnicity, and nations

     ⅱ. leading further creation of advocate groups
     ⅱi. encouraging individualism, youth outreach, collaboration with 

communities’ support (NGO)

   b. providing more space for effective communication at local, 
national, and global level.
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Topic 2. The Development of an ‘Untact(Contact-free)’ Society 
and the Changes in Youths’ Lives after the COVID-19 
Pandemic

* Background: The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted every aspect of youths' lives. 
According to the findings from the Global Survey on Youth and COVID-19, the 
impact of the pandemic on young people was systematic and disproportionate, 
especially in aspects of employment, education, mental well-being, rights and 
social activism. To stop suffering from severe and long-lasting impacts and to 
turn crisis opportunity, urgent action should be taken from young people.

 

1. Calls for the empowerment of the youth by providing avenues for 
creating study groups that may foster proactive and productive 
dialogues between concerned educators and students:

   a. endorses scheduled meetings where both parties may pitch in on 
better learning and teaching methods;

   b. further requests the implementation of a forum system that could 
be accessed to publish common concerns, solutions, and strategies 
that could further improve problem areas;

   c. requests holding international online student exchanges between 
ASEAN-Korea to give students at all levels of education the 
important experience of accessing quality education in other 
countries and increasing intra-regional dialogue;

2. Supports the Ministry of Education and NGOs in initiating R&D on 
online teaching and learning methods in order to improve education 
quality in line with the current pandemic situation;

3. Recommends encouraging youth-led social enterprises or organizations 
to jumpstart donation drives and support existing government-led 
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charity channels that could further provide financial, digital and 
material support for disadvantaged students;

4. Urges the organization of programs/workshops/training courses for 
digital literacy skills among the digitally illiterate to increase future 
employability and ease of access to the digital systems:

   a. endorses the efforts of NGOs and educational groups in providing 
support to those with disabilities, societal and religious minorities 
and the disadvantaged;

   b. adopt best practices and tried-and-tested approaches from experienced 
countries in ASEAN-Korea to further enhance current strategies 
within the key aspect of digital literacy; 

5. Requests the government and responsible authorities to improve the 
visibility and the existing infrastructure services of the mental health 
hotline and national-led assistance programmes by promoting its 
usership and its benefits:

   a. further recommends concretizing through active utilization of social 
media channels;

   b. supports the leading and crafting of primers and guidelines which 
may be disseminated within respective student councils;

6. Endorses continuation to banner youths’ mental health advocacies 
through information-education campaigns to penetrate the national 
level and reach far-flung minorities and other focus groups:

   a. requests the implementation of quarterly or yearly youth dialogue 
seminars by the AUN - converging universities’ representatives and 
specialists - where they are allowed to explore and affirm multiple 
key aspects of mental health;
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   b. stresses advocacy for local mental health education, awareness, and 
reduction of social stigmas to become trusting and accepting of 
mental health issues through World Mental Health Day;

   c. supports the organization of an annual Global Youth Mental Health 
Summit by the governments of ASEAN-Korea, emphasizes the 
psychological well-being aspect of quality of life and raises 
awareness.
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TOPIC 3. Coexistence and Inclusion of People from Different 
Socioeconomic Classes and Status for Communal 
Values 

* Background: Although the ASEAN community is in a close partnership, there are 
still large disparities between and within individual countries in regards to 
socioeconomic status, health, education, and more. To embrace the vulnerable in 
each country and to ensure their citizens’ fundamental rights, the cooperation 
between ASEAN countries is needed.

1. Calls for promotion of communitarianism through volunteerism and 
activism among youths in ASEAN member-states and South Korea 
via such online and offline platforms as social medias or cultural and 
academic exchange programs:

   a. in the sense that youths can cooperate with each other through 
regional or local youth-led organizations;

   b. in an attempt to further narrow the gap between individuals from 
different socioeconomic classes and promote the status for 
communitarian values;

2. Having considered the significance of communitarianism among youths 
and youth-led organizations, state governments, and private sectors, we 
are confident to allocate different roles to these stakeholders:

   a. youth-led organizations shall focus on educational skill training 
contributions;

   b. government and private sector shall provide funding that will be 
used to establish cross-cultural communal activities to cultivate 
solidarity and ensure positive multicultural relations among 
individuals from different socioeconomic backgrounds and to 
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implement policies to make sure that students experiencing 
economic difficulty can be given opportunities to participate 
without concern; 

3. Believing in the importance of an inclusive environment for individuals 
from diverse socio-economic backgrounds, states should aim to achieve 
this through modifying the curriculum and implementing teacher 
training programs to raise their awareness on inequalities:

   a. the transition into a comprehensive, student centered and 
non-discriminatory environment should be facilitated so that 
students can be educated about social and economic struggles of 
marginalized communities; 

 
4. Alarmed by the lack of funding provided to public educational 

institutions, states should strategically reallocate budgets to support the 
inclusion of economically marginalized students into the education 
system, through providing better facilities, scholarship opportunities, 
and subsidising miscellaneous fees as well as living expenses; 

5. Encourages the implementation of policies ensuring equal representation 
and protection of the rights of individuals from marginalized groups, 
including but not limited to: 

   a. anti-discrimination laws;

   b. efforts should be made to include marginalized communities in school, 
the workplace, and government positions to bridge these communities 
with society; 

6. Stressing the importance of developing an online platform for equal 
dissemination of healthcare information and information on government 
initiatives to assist those who are suffering economically during and 
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after the pandemic:

   a. acknowledging social media as a complementary tool to disseminate 
news and generation information related to marginalized groups in 
society;

   b. efforts should be taken to enhance the digital accessibility and 
literacy of households with little to no access to technology, 
through providing technological tools in public facilities such as 
schools and libraries.
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TOPIC 4. Inequality Reduction across Various Media Platforms: 
Towards Digital Inclusion

* Background: Digital media is our lives, connecting the globe in its essence. 
However, the information gap and disproportionate usage of digital media have 
further aggravated conflicts among classes, generations, and regions. It reflects 
both “good and bad.” Participation in digital media is related to economic 
power, social status, and digital literacy and more.

1. Affirms the practice of proper online etiquette (1) to reduce online 
bullying and discrimination, and (2) to promote safe spaces for gender 
expression and individuality through government policies and public 
campaigns like Cyber Wellness Weeks;

2. Reaffirms and encourages the practice of proper personal data 
protection practices in an individual’s daily online community 
participation by firstly educating them about the threats of digital 
spaces;

3. Calls for governments to support initiatives by the local communities 
to alleviate the burden on vulnerable and marginalized communities 
through the collection and redistribution of under-utilised electronic 
devices to the less fortunate;

4. Calls for governments to support the local communities in taking 
initiative in ensuring the quality of digital infrastructures and 
affordability of the devices for its citizens;

5. Recommends the encouragement and education on the use of digital 
platforms through traditional media (newspapers, television advertisements, 
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etc.) and public education programmes for better community immersion 
and a just transition towards digitalization;

6. Urges transnational organizations to collaboratively work with the 
ASEAN nations to establish and secure funding, sponsorships, and 
mentoring initiatives for regional 5G commercialisation developments;

7. Encourages governments to collaborate more closely with NGOs and 
telecommunication companies to initiate research and development of 
more inclusive applications to aid and address the needs of vulnerable 
and disadvantaged communities;

8. Institutionalizes digital inclusion efforts through pledging and publicizing 
stronger commitments towards improving the quality of lives through 
the use of digital platforms.
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TOPIC 5. Social Inclusion and Expansion of Boundaries on 
Gender Sensitivity

* Background: Guided by the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights in which it recognizes the inherent dignity and equality of all people in 
all nations, and the ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation Work Plan (2018-2022) in 
which the promotion of women empowerment and gender equality is one of the 
main agendas for socio-cultural cooperation; Expressing grave concern at the 
prevalence of gender-based violence and sexual harassment and discrimination 
across the ASEAN-Korea community in schools and in workplaces, and the 
underrepresentation of women and other genders in politics, labor force, and 
healthcare, which is symptomatic for prevailing social attitudes enforced by 
gender stereotypes.

1. Designates ASEAN and Korean schools as the key agent to promote 
gender equality and equity among young people by introducing a 
comprehensive and inclusive sex and gender education curriculum in 
schools;

2. Calls upon the government, school administrations, and other 
stakeholders for higher awareness on gender sensitivity and 
gender-based violence depending on each country’s context, including 
but not limited to sexual harassment and discrimination in schools 
and workplaces; 

3. Encourages stricter observance of laws on gender-based violence, and 
discrimination with tougher penalties based on each country’s context 
to prohibit these acts;

4. Empowers governments to provide equal opportunities for women and 
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LGBTQIA+ to fully participate in the labour force and in politics on 
the basis of meritocracy and allow them to be free from any and all 
forms of discriminations;

5. Requests for local and non-profit organizations to work together with 
governments to initiate programs and campaigns to improve social 
attitudes on female political participation and promote anti-harassment 
policies;

6. Requests for governments to provide leadership and job training 
opportunities and more caregiving provisions to help women and 
other minority groups balance work and family responsibilities;

7. Encourages the recognition and destigmatisation of mental health 
issues and elimination of conversion therapy among the LGBTQIA+ 
community, while urging governments and civil communities to 
establish counseling therapy programmes and implement neighborhood 
support centers for victims of gender-based discrimination;

8. Incorporates healthcare that is gender-affirming to all people from all 
socioeconomic backgrounds while reflecting all genders of 
ASEAN-Korea societies in clinical trials and the production of 
medicine and ensuring mental health care is affordable for all.


